The
nature of
this great
country of
America and its
great cities such
as St Louis is to
move forward to
progress and to
assimilate But
there comes a
time when we
should pause look
back and rightly
recognize those
who laid the
foundations for
this greatness
That time
has come.
St John the Apostle and Evangelist

Catholic Church in St Louis MO
Plans now have
been finalized to
erect a Celtic High Cross at St John the Apostle and
Evangelist Catholic Church at  Plaza Square
downtown as a monument to the Irish who
immigrated to St Louis in the th and th centuries
and played a substantial role in building our city

Now, we need
your support to
make these plans
reality.
"During the first  American
years in St Louis the city gave a
warmer welcome to Irish Catholics
than any place in the world
including Dublin itself" according
to Father Barnaby Faherty SJ
St Louis’ premiere historian "The
memory of these men and women clergy and laity
who came to St Louis to build a home for themselves
their neighbors and their descendents deserves
a memorial to keep alive the memory of
their achievements"

Archdiocesan Endorsement
This monument to the legacy of the Irish in
St Louis has the full endorsement of the
Archdiocese The Most Reverend Justin Rigali
Archbishop of St Louis says that "This cross
will evoke the great contribution of so many

of the Irish people to the life of the Archdiocese
of St Louis I am pleased that their contribution
will be highlighted and linked with the Cross
of Christ itself which is the sign of our Savior's
victory over death and sin"

The Reverend John J Johnson pastor
St John Apostle and Evangelist Parish has
said that "as a parish we are honored to be
chosen to have this magnificent memorial on
our parish grounds We were for quite a while
known as 'The Irish Parish'"
Why St. John, the Apostle
and Evangelist
Such a monument
properly belongs
at St John
the Apostle
and Evangelist
Catholic Church
It was the first
parish in the
expanding city
west of th Street
and is today the
oldest Irish parish
church still
standing and
vital in St Louis
In the late
th century
Archbishop
Kenrick and
priests of Irish
birth went forth
from St John’s
Rendering of new Celtic Cross at St John
as archbishops
the Apostle and Evangelist Catholic Church
and bishops
to shepherd
American Catholics throughout the country
The Celtic Cross will stand on the Plaza Square
Concourse in front of the entry to the church of
St John which fronts the Plaza Square Apartments
The cross itself will be surrounded by a reflecting pool
with four fountains At night it will be illuminated
for all to see
Immediately to the west of the cross bordering the
concourse is a low wall on which will be mounted
the panels carved with the names of contributors who
have underwritten the cost of this memorial All
donations to the Celtic Cross Fund are tax deductible

Memorializing Your
Family Name

The Celtic Cross Monument
will not become a reality without your
contributions This project will be totally paid
for by contributions from Irish Americans who
wish to support the memorial and at the same
time memorialize their own Irish name in
conjunction with it One hundred percent of the
money raised will go toward completion of
the Celtic Cross

The cost to have your family name memorialized
is   which entitles the contributor to
one line on a panel Each line will contain space
for  three quarter inch high characters
including spaces between names
(the contributor's family name) and punctuation
There will be  names on each panel

We urge you to make your
contribution now because we
expect the fund to be fully
subscribed in a very short time.

Make your contributions payable to:

St John The Apostle and Evangelist
Catholic Church Celtic Cross Fund

Send your check with the completed
form below to:
Msgr Dennis Delaney
Pastor
St John Apostle and Evangelist Parish
 Plaza Square
St Louis MO 

Please CLEARLY PRINT your name(s) in the space below
as you wish it to appear on a panel facing the Celtic Cross
 characters maximum per line including spaces
between names and punctuation For example
Joseph and Helen McGlynn
would count for  characters  letters and spaces
(Each line costs  )

St. Louis'
First Celtic
High Cross
A ringed cross
silhouetted
against the sky
has come to
characterize
Ireland, hence
the ringed
cross is often
called an
"Irish Cross"
but, in truth, is
a Celtic Cross.
The "ring" or
"circle" is a
symbol for
oneness or of
being complete.
Early monks
placed the circle symbol on
the "Celtic" cross to help
in their conversions of
the pagans.
The 18-foot granite cross will
have the "classic Irish" ring
joining the vertical and
horizontal arms of the
cross, a stepped base,
capstone and elaborate
carvings of Celtic designs,
including knotwork,
labyrinths, key patterns,
and spirals. In short, it will
be a Celtic Cross of grand
proportions and elaborate
design, capturing the best of
Ireland's munificence of these
Celtic monuments.

Memorialize Your Family Name

